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“Aquarius- Canceling plans Libra- An influx of creative ~ 


feels so good sometimes. 
To find yourself with unex- 
pected free time is a tiny 
gift you should give your- 
self this week. Blow some- 
one off and do absolutely 
nothing productive. 


Pisces- A chorus of negative 
feelings and anxieties are 
fluttering around the. pe- 
riphery, sneering, waiting 
for you to fail so they can 
laugh. Walk steadily. Don’t 
listen to them. This is a very 
important test. 


Aries- You'll get more 
done with small, meaning- 
ful steps than with blind 
charges fueled by false con- 
fidence. Unwrap your heart 
and take stock of your emo- 
tional inventory. Stick to fa- 
miliar roads. 


Taurus- To labor over an 
important decision is an ex- 
ercise in futility this week. 
Stop performing for an au- 
dience and make the deci- 
sion. You knew the answer 
before the question was 
even formed. 


Gemini- The map to this 
week is creased and 
smudged ~ with dissent- 
ing energies. Empathy. is 
the hand that smooths the 
wrinkles. Patience is the rag 
that removes dirt. There’s 
treasure everywhere. 


Cancer- A Pe 
habit has less hold over you 
than usual this week. Be it 
chemical or romantic, now 
isas aod a-chance as you'll 
ever have to effect a clean 
and permanent break. Have 
faith in yourself. 


Leo- If your flashlight goes 
out at a particularly dark 
moment this week, remem- 
ber the matches in your 
pocket. Don't rely so heav- 
ily on one solution that you 
forget the rest. Stay dynam- 
ic. 


Virgo- Don’t make an im- 
portant decision if you're 
tired, hungry or frustrated. 
A clear mind with untie a 
double knotted shoelace in 
half the time of a frenetic, 
impatient mind. 


ay can be very produc- 
tive if you take adequate 
time to relax and_ inhale. 
Otherwise you might burn 
out. Listen to your nervous 
system and give it what it 
wants. 


Scorpio- Your finances are 
in flux this week. Keep an 
eye on statements and 
checks to avoid any un- 
foreseen shenanigans. It’s 
a good time to mindfully 
start on a path to end 
long-standing stress. 


Sagittarius- Conflicting cur- 
rents may try your.patience 
this week, but try to keep 
your cool. Impulsive behav- 
ior early in the week could 
get you into a tight spot. 
Save it for the weekend. 


Capricorn- Ol’ resolute Tau- 
rus. Being stubborn isn't 
necessarily a negative if 
youll stubborn posi- 
ive and peaceful. Embrace 
changing tides like-a smil- 
ing frock. Let the ocean 
comb your seaweed hair. 
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A notorious internet troll joined an internet 
community | help admin. He hasn't abused 
it so far, but people are already calling for 
his head. What to do? 

-Sam 
Dear Sam, 


It helps to have a set screening process 
for new members. Have an agreement 
between the admins of the group to take 
a vote on new members before approv- 
ing them, and it must be a consensus. I’m 
going to assume this community is taking 
place on that one very popular social net- 
work. Another way to handle new mem- 
ber screening is to have one discussion 
thread in your group where you list the 
names of people requesting to join. Three 
current members of the group must 
vouch for them by “liking” or comment- 
ing. Make it clear in the post that who- 
ever vouches for the new member is also 
accountable. If the new member starts 
crossing lines, the people who vouched 
may also be booted, or put on watch, or 
their vouches no longer count since their 
judgment has been shown to be not so 
great. Since the troll has already joined in, 
| think you will just have to wait. If he is 
likely to cross a line, it shouldn't take long 
before you have a reason to boot him. 


Good luck! 
Dear Sadie, 


| have a coworker who is always asking me 
personal questions about my life. | don’t 
want to be rude, since | have to work with 
them everyday, and | don’t think they mean 
any harm, but | like to keep a separation 
between work and life and don’t want ev- 
eryone at work knowing my business. How 
should | handle it? 

-TK. 


i, 


Hi T.K., 


There is a line to walk between being 
friendly and too personal. Right now | am 
writing this to you while a parade of kit- 
tens is climbing on and off of my lap. They 
are all up in my business, but they don’t 
ask much. The next time your coworker 
veers into territory that is too personal, try 
to be super boring. You don't have to give 
away any information you don’t want to 
give, and you don't have to offend them 
or frustrate them by withholding details. 
Just tell them lots of boring things that are 
not personal to you until they get bored 
and move on. If they ask how your date 
went, talk exhaustively about the traffic 
on the way there, the weather and how 
it's hard to know how to dress for this in 
between season, the temperature in the 
restaurant - at first it seemed really warm, 
but after you ate it seemed kind of cold, 
what's up with that? Zzzzzzzzz This meth- 
od works for all kinds of people, not just 
at work. If you are out in a social situation 
and a nosy acquaintance who you want 
to stay on good terms with finds you and 
asks you about something too personal 
they heard from a friend of a friend, just 
get really interested in the lighting or wall 
color of wherever you are. Tell them the 
exciting tale of the time you went to the 
store to pick out some paint, and do they 
know how many shades of blue there are 
to choose from? And then list every color 
of blue you can think of. Trust me. Be bor- 
ing. Like a gray rock. A gray rock that cov- 
ers over all of your secrets. 


Love, 
Sadie 


All Untagged Content Anticopyright 2010 - 2015 Secret Family Publications - everything always is 


grasping blindly 
for your eyes 


West Philly Drug Rambling 
with David Otter 


It's a little known fact that each 
body of water contains a spirit. Some 
are massive and old as the Earth, large 
ocean spirits that command the wind 
and volcanoes to jump in pursuit of 
the distant, implacable moon, and 
some as ephemeral as an oil-slicked 
rainbow smear of puddle in a cracked 
parking lot, no sooner aware of this 
world than rising as a vapor to the 
next. And some are made by humans. 
Pools have such spirits. Contained in 
scrubbed concrete and medicated to 
a lithium drone by chlorine and filtra- 
tion, pool spirits reside in a twilight 
consciousness usually reserved for the 
earthen elementals. 


In my youth, | climbed a tall fence 
separating suburbia from the deep 
wood. As | hopped over the apex, my 
hand bit steel, and the fence ripped 
muscle and nerve tissue from be- 
tween my thumb and pointer finger. 
Collapsed in the gloaming wood, my 
thumb attached by only skin, | crashed 
through the woods in a panic, squirt- 
ing blood with every heart beat. The 
thick trees eventually gave way to an 
abandoned school, a reform school, a 
prison for girl children that had been 
closed and overgrown for many years. 
Amidst crumbling brick and cracked 
concrete, leveled foundations and a 
tilting smokestack, | came to a pool. 
It was an olympic-sized rectangle of 
still water covered in lily pads, shot 
through with reeds, its glass cut by 
treading frogs and catfish, lit by fire- 
flies and swamp gas. It was a wild and 
reclaimed thing. 


On its edge was the god of the pool. 
Tall and curved, her eyes sharp and 
brittle, she was packing a bag woven 
of reeds and spider silk. | fell at her fe- 
ral shore, wordless prayer falling from 
my dry white lips. She gathered me 
in her algae green arms and carried 
me in swift flowing strides to a road, 


Volume 3, Issue 127 
November 17 - 23, 2015 


where my father was inexplicably 
waiting in his car, to take me to the 
hospital, where my thumb was sewn 
to my hand by a nervous intern. 


| eventually recovered full use and 
feeling to my hand, which | use to type 
this story, which | use to deliver this 
paper, but I’ve never forgotten the bar- 
gain struck by the swampy pool with 
a small goddess. She packed her bag 
to travel the land, to liberate pools, to 
free the minds of her static family from 
the medication of chemicals, to free 
the gods of their yokes. She asked sim- 
ply that | spread the word, that | never 
medicate a god. The scar on my hand 
took the shape of her lips, and when- 
ever | live incongruously to the laws 
of old gods, it frowns painfully. Right 
now, it’s smiling. With every day | de- 
liver the Admirer, it grins wider. Don’t 
forget the magic, dear reader. It needs 
you now more than ever. You know 
the laws in your heart. Follow them. 


And So 


It's a pearly gray faced forty degrees 
outside. Rime frost webs the corners of 
my 7 am windows. Sadie and | are fin- 
ishing up the issue in a small wooden 
room with 22 plants and 6 cats. The lit- 
ter of kittens is 4 weeks old now. They 
just decided, all at once, that they re- 
ally like playing. So that’s what they're 
doing. They are very enthusiastic but 
their motor skills are lacking. 


Life is quiet and life is slow. Days are 
filled with small chores and plan mak- 
ing, wall painting and map drawing. | 
feel spirits all around me, to the point 
that my body is the only spot I’m abso- 
lutely sure isn’t haunted. I'm fostering 
relationships with objects. The squat 
pen in my hand. Smooth sheets of pa- 
per. The terra-cotta pots that contain 
my thriving plants. The glass mason 
jar full of water that I'm sipping, dwin- 
dling the young water spirit that | so 
recently created. Boredom is nowhere 
to be seen. And that feels correct. 


(J 
Al 


New Queen's Village 
location now open 


700 PASSYUNK AVE. 
Inside Sweat Gym 


(267) 928-3055 
AmericanMortals.com 


BookingEL@yahoo.com 
1356 N Front St - Fishtown 
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Would you Jike to place‘an ad in thé Se: 
cret Admirer? Well-you can-It's 30-dol- 
lars for T Week; 90 dollars for 


and has been runnifi 

6 years. It comes Out On Tuesdays and is 

in 250 spots across the city. All Admirer 
locomotion is con@ucted via bicycle,. 
and the Admire. and aspires 
to promote equality and acceptance, 


communication and interpersonal har; 
mony forall’603 2034766.  - 
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Queen's Village 
kid in tree 1- Why are you so mean to sam? 
kid in tree 2- 'Cause he's a stupid fat overlord. 


Baltimore Ave 
girl- | don't like libraries. When i finish a book | have to give it back and no one 
known | read it. 


Center City 
person- Spoiled kids... Do you know what | had to do to get rid of my browser 
history? 


Stairs down to 8th st El Train station 
guy- (running down the stairs, blundering into people) I'm so sorry! My legs are 
jerks! 


Penn Treaty Park 

guy 1- Did you play Sonic the Hedgehog when you were a kid? 

guy 2- Nah, | played Nintendo. Sega kids always seemed too extreme, like, 
Gogurt skateboard ass holes. 

guy 1- Nevermind then. 


Cinemug 
gal- Do you think they have Air Bud here? 


~ght here » 
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STOLEN BIKE ALERT! 


This bike here was stolen in the past 
week. If you see it, please contact the 
owner at (732) 996-7496, or contact the 
Admirer. 


— 
603 203 47 


@Eross 
1. Stalagtite, mountain, snake, 
snake, comb 
6. Pelvic crest 
11. A time colored in memory by 
specific events 
14. Willow twig, basket weavings 
15. Wide, shallow water boat 


1. Clowns live in this when it’s big 
2. Kenyan gem palindrome 

3. Elton John, or Paul McCartney 
4. Complete collection 

5. Book smart 

6. Nile bird 

7. Pregnancy scare 

8. Controls aperture size of pupil 
9. Ina bygone 11 across 


guy- | actually own Air Bud. 
gal- Oh | love that movie! | love you so much. 
guy- | have Milo & Otis too. 


KEEP OVERHEARD ALIVE! send in the good bits: text 603 203 4766 


Charlie Chaplin entered a Charlie Chap- 


16. Where a spider bite piercing goes 
17. The process of giving birth 
19. Ottoman officer 


20. Measured amounts of medication 


21. Between baritone and alto 
23. Thorny flowering tree 

27. Northern wastes 

28. High-falling slow descenders 


10. Biking 100 miles in one go 

11. African antelope 

12. Difficult 

13. Armadillo 

18. MGM Studios mascot sound 
22.Parental loneliness after kids leave 
23. Maker of all things i 

24. Billiards tactic 

25. What you did for the judge 


Black retrospec with a brown saddle and brown 
mustache handlebars. 3 tents on the top of the 
frame in front of the seat. Front wheel slightly 
bent. 2 white stickers: ONLY, and Sneeze. Right 


WTF Pit's ¢ Wacky é Facts! 
e If you are not properly 
hydrated, caffeine will actually make 
you tired. This is because you don't have 
the proper blood volume for caffeine to 
: do its thing and constrict your blood 
Myriad delicious soups, : vessels. If you drink a big cup of water 
sandwiches, and drinks! before you drink coffee, it will perk you 
- : up significantly more. Though you will 

Come ated ee aia dolatig also need to pee almost immediately. A 
You will NOT be disappointed! = Holding a person as a slave became il- 
Nor will you leave hungry, legal in he UK on April 6, 2010. A Male 
thirsty, or lacking in energy. = fruit flies that are rejected by female 
Feecccccccccsececceceeesceeeeesseeseeeseeceveseseeet”® fruit flies are significantly more likely 
to_be attracted to alcohol. A In 1915 


1200 Point Breeze Ave : 
(267) 8584186 


Closed Mondays 


Lost but Seeking 
Remember folks, we run lost pet and stolen bike ads 
for free if we have spare room. <3 
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Good Friends - Good Food - Good Times 


AO% 


on entire purchase with this coupon 
328 South St- TheBoylerRoom.com 
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lin look alike contest and didn’t even 
make it to the final round. A If a vampire 
needed to feed on one person per day, 
and turned that person to a vampire 
who also needed to feed once a day, all 
humanity would be vampiric in a single 
month. A It takes the Sun 220 million 
years to orbit the center of the Milky 
Way. It has made this trip 20 times. A 
When asked what his favorite book was 
as a child, George W. Bush replied with 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar, which was 
published when he was 23. A 
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peddle is bent. Last seen in front of Goldilocks 
“Gallery 7th arid Chestnut: Peete eee a eee eneeaeeeesecensseeeeeesesessseenasssenas: 


32. Intentional text 

33. To arms! 

34. Blame 

37. Misplace 

38. Rope fiber 

39. Lime-rich clay 

40. Ameme that lost its head 
41.Where Lincoln grew up 

42. Run-on sentence accomplice 
43. Enrollment 

45. Harsh 

48. Bond 

49. My female spanish pal 

50. What Ariel loses to Ursula 

53. Fall behind 

54. Oiling chain, tightening cables 
60. C/IV+II= 

61. You're holding the 127th 

62. Unclouded 

63. 4 in symbolic binary if eel = 6 
64. Gorge 

65. Resolution of a lyric poem 


26. Receptacle 

27. Gives away your bluff 

29. Small African antelope 

30. “Todaay is gonna be the daay that 
they’re gonna throw it back to you’ 

31. Flora 

34. China grass 

35. Suit worn by 3 down 

36. Apparently these can just vanish 

38. Wisdom inducing incense 

39. Lunar butterfly 

41. Made of baked clay 

42. Rhythmic pedaling speed 

43. Average quality weed 

44. Velocity contest 

45. A room in France 

46. How kids today sends letters 

47. Mourning til morning 

50. Debit card hologram 

51. Defining burden 

52.A hing 

55. What fire trades you for wood 

56. Tall pointy mountain 

57.“I know kung fu.’ 

58. Scoundrel 

59. Before 


LAST 


WEEICS 


JAM 
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Tava Tire 


1- What are the first 4 digits of the Beverly Hills zip code? 

2- Which.tool did Charles Moncke invent? 

3- Who did Britain support in the US Civil. War? 

4- Somewhere on your person, you will most likely find the letters YKK. Where? 
5- Which popular hero was introduced in Detective Comics in 1939? 


